
Using Pennsylvania

State Archives Land

Records Indexes 

What Is Available on the Pennsylvania State Archives Land Records Web Page?

This site contains the W arrant Registers and Patent Indexes.  To obtain a photocopy of the document, you would need to

order it from the Pennsylvania State Archives or take the information for the document and find it on the microfilm at the

Family History Library.

Accessing the Pennsylvania State Archives Land Records

• Go to http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/landrec.htm

• Select the type of index to search – either Warrant Registers or Patent Indexes by clicking on the appropriate link.

• Select the volume for the Patent Indexes that covers the date range you need to search by clicking on the blue link

for that date range.

Searching the Patent Indexes

• Click on the first page number under the letter of the alphabet that corresponds to the first letter of the surname in

which you are interested (e.g., select "G" if you are hunting the name "Gundrum").  The document page image will

open.  NOTE: This is a PDF so you can print or save it.

• Skim down the column labeled "Name of Warrantee," looking for the name for which you are searching.

• The entries within each letter of the alphabet are usually listed chronologically by the date of the warrant. If you know

the warrant date, you can scroll directly to that line. 

• For most letters of the alphabet, you will find multiple pages. If you do not find the name in which you are interested

on the first page, try the subsequent pages under that letter of the alphabet. 

• As you locate entries pertaining to your research, copy ALL information found in the index. Each column provides data

that will be significant in locating the original records. 

• The number in front of the name is the warrant number; it is essential for locating the original warrant. W arrants are

filed by county, then alphabetically by the first letter of the warrantee's surname, and thereunder by warrant number

(e.g., G45 in Fayette County would be the 45th warrant filed in that county for a warrantee whose name started with

the letter "G"). 

• The letter and numbers in the column "Where Recorded" refer to the patent book and page number. Every patent

book reference will have a letter and a number for the book citation and a page number. For example, "H / 39 / 389"

should be interpreted as Patent Book H-39, page 389. There are only four lettered series of patent books: "A," "AA,"

"P" and "H." 

• The letter and numbers in the column "Where Survey is Copied" refer to the survey book and page number. Every

survey book reference will contain a letter and usually two numbers for the book citation and a page number. For

example, "D / 17 / 177" should be interpreted as Survey Book D-17, page 177. If the survey book reference

has only one number, then only a letter was used to identify that survey book. For example, "L / 195" is Survey Book

L, page 195. 

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/landrec.htm


< To order copies of the records, provide the appropriate citations to the Archives at: 

Pennsylvania State Archives, 350 North Street, Harrisburg, PA 17120-0090 (717) 783-2669 or (717) 783-3281

< A current land records order form and price list may be accessed on our website. 

Searching Warrant Registers

Searching the W arrant Registers is the same as the Patent Indexes.  The entries in this volume are grouped alphabetically

by first name of Patentee's surname. All the "A"s are together, then the "B"s, then the "C"s, etc. W ithin each letter category,

entries are then grouped by Patent Book volume number, and thereunder arranged chronologically by date of patent. So

be sure to browse through the entire letter section if you are unsure of the exact patent date for the patentee in question.

<
To order copies of the patents indexed herein, provide the appropriate citations to the Archives at: 

Pennsylvania State Archives, 350 North Street, Harrisburg, PA 17120-0090 (717) 783-2669 or (717) 783-3281

< Copies of patents and other land records may be obtained using the land records order form and price list on

our website. 
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